
Soundscapes of the World - Mestizo Saxophone Quartet 
 
We are passionate about incorporating the ethnic musical traditions of our various home 
countries into our performances with both pieces from composers from our home countries and 
compositions written specifically for Mestizo Saxophone Quartet.  Our goal is to take the listener 
on an auditory journey through classical, jazz, klezmer, salsa, and tango music. 
 
Program: 
Nuages, E. Bozza 
Grave et Presto, J. Rivier 
Saxophone Quartet, P. Glass 
Memory, from Nepomuk’s Dances, M. Zarvos 
‘Hava Nagila’ dedicated to Marc Chagall, B. Pigovat 
Tango Virtuoso, T. Escaich 
 

We begin in France, 1946, with a composition by Eugene Bozza - Nuages - which 
translates to ‘clouds’.  The audience can picture the ever-changing sky as the flashes of 
technique pass effortlessly between the saxophones; lines constantly in motion; rising and 
falling like the wind.  

We journey back to France for a standard of the classical saxophone repertoire: Grave 
et Presto by Jean Rivier.  

Now it’s on to the Americas’ with Philip Glass’s Concerto for Saxophone Quartet. Each 
of the four movements highlights a different member of the saxophone quartet. In the gently 
swaying first movement, the soprano saxophone spins a sinuous melody atop the repeated 
undulating motifs of the lower-pitched instruments. The jazzy second movement features a lively 
ascending figure, laid out by the baritone saxophone and later picked up by the other members 
of the quartet. The tenor instrument carries a relaxed and soulful solo in the graceful third 
movement, and in the finale, all four saxophones are whipped into a frenzy of continually shifting 
metres and motifs before charging abruptly into the closing cadence. 

Continuing down to South America, we have a Mestizo arrangement of Brazilian 
composer, Marcello Zarvos’s ‘Memory’ from Nepomuk’s Dances. Zarvos, also well-known for his 
film compositions, wrote this piece based from a character, Nepomuk, in Thomas Mann’s novel, 
‘Dr. Faust’.  Nepomuk, desiring to become a renowned composer, makes a deal with the devil. 
The only downside… the devil kills anyone Nepomuk grows to love.  We will perform the second 
movement, titled Memory, in memoriam of Nepomuk’s dead nephew, taken by the devil. This 
piece provides a perfect transition as an exciting, intense, film-like blast of sounds as we 
continue our journey next to Israel.  

Hava Nagila, dedicated to Marc Chagall a Jewish Rhapsody for saxophone quartet was 
written by Israeli composer, Boris Pigovat, in 2003. Pigovat takes the traditional Jewish 
tune, Hava Nagila, which means "Let us rejoice!"  and transforms it into a series of episodes; 
combining the traditional Klezmer style with more contemporary colours.  Thus creating a 
unique result which reminds the listener of the style of the paintings of Marc Chagall. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/cadence


We finish our journey in Argentina with Tango Virtuoso, composed by T. Escaich, a nod 
to the lasting popularity of the concert tango first established by composer Piazzolla.  This 
enjoyable selection is also performed with choreography- a tasteful ending to our journey 
around the world.  
 
 


